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WIDAL SLIDE AGGLUTINATION TEST

Investigation Result Reference Value Unit
Sample Type Serum (2 ml) TAT: 8 Hr (Normal: 8- 12 hrs)
Salmonella typhi O (TO) Reactive >1:80 Titre
Salmonella typhi H (TH) Reactive >1:160 Titre
Salmonella paratyphi A, H (AH) Non-Reactive >1:320 Titre
Salmonella paratyphi B, H (BH) Non-Reactive >1:320 Titre
Interpretation:

RESULT REMARKS

Reactive Indicates presence of IgM & IgG antibodies against Salmonella spp.

Non-Reactive Indicates absence of IgM & IgG antibodies against Salmonella spp.

Note: 1. Rising titers are significant.
2. The recommended Widal test is by Tube Agglutination Method.

Comments :

» This test measures somatic O and flagellar H antibodies against Typhoid and Paratyphoid bacilli. The agglutinins
usually appear at the end of the first week of infection and increase steadily till the third/fourth week after which
the decline starts.

« A positive Widal test may occur because of typhoid vaccination or previous typhoid infection and in certain
autoimmune diseases. The nonspecific febrile disease may cause this titer to increase (anamnestic reaction).

« The test may be falsely negative in cases of Enteric fever treated with antibiotics in the early stages. The
recommended test especially in the first week after infection is Blood Culture.
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